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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1 -4,6,7,9-1 2, 14&1 5 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claim 1 , the invention relates to an apparatus for and a method of 
controlling image quality reduction of image information for making a copy after image 
quality of image information is reduced. 

The closest references Sugisaki et al (US 5,535,275) disclose a technique for 
preventing unauthorized copying of an analog television signal by a digital video tape 
recorder (VTR) in which a scrambled signal is recorded when copying of an analog 
input signal is not authorized, and Aucsmith et al (US 5,991,403) teach methods for 
encrypting video data for display on processor-based video systems. 

However, Sugisaki et al and Aucsmith et al fail to explicitly disclose an apparatus 
for controlling image quality reduction of image information for reducing image quality of 
image information and conducting a digital copy by means of a digital information 
compression technology, where the apparatus comprises a reverse section for 
reversing a specific code by means of a code stream of the image information, wherein 
the reverse section specifies a reverse position by means of coordinates within each 
unit block of image information and wherein the reverse section has a random number 
generator for generating a random number for designating the coordinates. 



Application/Control Number: 09/735,039 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2616 

Regarding claim 9, the invention relates to an apparatus for and a method of 
controlling image quality reduction of image information for making a copy after image 
quality of image information is reduced. 

The closest references Sugisaki et al (US 5,535,275) disclose a technique for 
preventing unauthorized copying of an analog television signal by a digital video tape 
recorder (VTR) in which a scrambled signal is recorded when copying of an analog 
input signal is not authorized, and Aucsmith et al (US 5,991,403) teach methods for 
encrypting video data for display on processor-based video systems. 

However, Sugisaki et al and Aucsmith et al fail to explicitly disclose a method of 
controlling image quality reduction of image information for reducing image quality of 
image information and conducting a digital copy by means of a digital information 
compression technology, where the method comprises the steps of reversing a specific 
code by means of a code stream of the image information, wherein the reverse step 
includes a step of specifying a reverse position by means of coordinates within each 
unit block of image information and the coordinates being designated by generating at 
least one random number. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7379. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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